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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action responds to Applicant's amendment filed on 12/24/2003. 
Claims 9-26 are pending, wherein claims 1-8 have been cancelled and claims 9-26 are 
newly added. Claims 9-26 have been examined and are allowed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 9-26 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claims 9-26, Applicant's amendment and arguments filed on 12/24/2003 
set forth the patentability of Applicant's claimed invention, wherein as pointed out by 
Applicant, the independent claims 9 and 18, which the claims depend respectively, 
recite the method/computer-readable storage medium for reducing space for holding a 
representation of a routing network, comprising inventive steps/means of generating 
and storing, involving shared data structure, a set of unshared data structures, and a set 
of state information which is stored into each unshared data structure that enables the 
shared data structure to represent all of the elements in the group of elements in the 
routing network, as claimed, which the prior arts made of record failed to teach or 
suggest (see Applicant's amendment filed 12/24/2003, pages 1-2). Other prior arts 
made of record teach the use of shared or common data structures for routing 
configuration but failed to teach the inventive steps/means as claimed (see especially 
Scales, US Patent No. 5,761 ,729, especially abstract and col. 2, line 48 to col. 3, line 8; 
BIy et al., European Patent Application No. EP 319232 A2, especially pages 7-8; 
Mehrotra et a!., US Patent Application No. US 2003/0088843 A1, especially col. 2, 
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paragraphs [0012] to [0013]). Accordingly, the claimed invention is novel and un- 
obvious over the prior arts made of record. 

Conclusion 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phallaka Kik whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1895. The examiner can normally be reached on Flexitime. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Smith can be reached on 571-272-1907. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1782. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
or faxed to: 



Application/Control Number: 10/084,383 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2825 

703-872-9318 (for Before-Final) and 703-872-9319 (for After-Final) for 
formal communications intended for entry, 
Or: 



6. Applicant should note that effective May 1, 2003, the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office has a new Commissioner for Patents address for 
transitioning to the new Office location in Alexandria, VA, wherein 
correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the 
Commissioner for Patents must now be addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 r^(^ /7 



(571)273-1895 (for informal or draft communications, please label 



PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" and let the examiner know prior to 



faxing). 





MATTHEW SMITH 
SUPERVISC5W PATENT EXAf/.ISCZa 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



